ORDER OF WORSHIP
October 11, 2026

Song: 65 — A Wonderful Savior

Song: 191 — Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus

First prayer. Mark Brandt

Song: 787 — Low in the Grave He Lay
Communion servers: Brian Zumalt & Larry Simmons
Prayer for giving: Adam Bentley

Song: 141 — Blessed Assurance

Sermon: “‘Who Was Demas?” — David Ray
Invitation song: 430 — God is Calling the Prodigal
Closing song: 673 — Sweet By and By

Closing prayer: Mernie Ray

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

- Shane — deployment

- Mimi, Ashley, Monica — studying with Lucinda

- Gloria Hendrix — health

- Talisa Thompson (Chrishawn’s mom) — surgery recovery

- Ralph Ashley (Alyssa’s uncle) — cancer

- Pattie Hutchinson & Bruce Shive (Sue’s siblings) — health concerns
- Starlyn Cooper, Carmen Lawson, Kim Nguyen — cancer

- Fannie Ray (Mernie’s sister-in-law)

- Kim’s cousin’s son (Isaac Wood)-hole in heart caused by stroke (upcoming surgery)
- Our members with health issues: Kim, David, Mattie & baby

Please continue to remember: Connie Townsend, Lucinda, Vipin & India work,
Aruna Kavali, Marinda Breeding, Holley Brewer, Kevin Brewer, Dylan Walker

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
-“Precept Upon Precept” is a YouTube channel with many sermons/articles
(www.youtube.com/@preceptuponprecept8495); www.youtube.com/@churchofChrist-

Qfoskoon, Chaurah, off Cobeist

THE LABORER

702 South Ranchwood Blvd., Yukon, OK 73099 (405) 354-0238

Preacher: David Ray Web Site: www.yukoncofc.com
Sunday Bible class: 9am Worship 10am & 12:30pm Wednesday Bible class: 7pm

Matthew 9:37-38 “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.”

RECORD FOR WEEK OF OCTOBER 4, 2026

ATTENDANCE:
Bible Class -9  AM Worship — 13 Sun PM -9 DBR — Wed (10/7) -9

Contribution — $16666
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PERVERTED PASSAGES

We are admonished to handle the Scriptures properly (2 Tim. 2:15) that we might
answer correctly when others ask us about the Gospel (1 Pet. 3:15). That makes
it extremely urgent that we never take texts out of context or warp the Bible to
suit our own desires (2 Pet. 3:16). Sometimes we fail to “search the Scriptures
daily” (Acts 17:11) and, thus, we do not discern truth (Heb. 5:14). One
generation, sadly, passes on to another inherited, slanted, and mistaken views of
certain verses because sincere personal study is not esteemed as highly as “the
status quo.” Sectarian preference is often stronger than the pain of accuracy.
Human pride gets in the way of honesty and genuine scholarship. We are often
reluctant to admit we have lazily and conveniently become “willingly ignorant” (2
Pet. 3:5). Nothing makes spiritual error thrive so strongly as good people who
hold on to old, traditional positions, just because they like them or because they
have always believed that way! In the general religious world, no passage has
been twisted more ridiculously than the Adventists’ crazy misuse of “the mark of
the beast” in Revelation 13. In recent days, some of their own writers have even
tried to soften Ellen G. White’s writings, in which she applied that concept to
those who worship on the first day of the week instead of the Sabbath! The
followers of Joseph Smith have tried to mutilate Ezekiel 37 in a similar fashion to
gain sanction for the Book of Mormon on equal footing with the Bible. However,
any honest person who can read and reason knows that the two sticks in that
passage refer to kingdoms, not books, for Ezekiel says so later in the same
chapter!



http://www.yukoncofc.com/

We are not immune to the temptation to force unfair conclusions on Bible verses.
One of the most often abused passages is found in the second chapter of 1
Corinthians. Many times, especially at funerals, preachers refer these words to
heaven, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him” (2:8). However,
if one reads the context he can clearly ascertain the subject is not heaven but the
inspired, revealed will of God, found in the Sacred Text!

Another frequent blunder that creates erroneous concepts is the verse in 1
Corinthians 8:1, “Knowledge puffeth up, but love edifieth.” | have personally
heard preachers infer that this proves that Bible knowledge is of little value and
might even be harmful, despite many verses that challenge us to know the
Scriptures! How could it be dangerous to be like Jesus, who knew the Holy Word
so thoroughly that He sent the Devil reeling (Mat. 4; Psa. 119:11)? If the Bible is
God’s revelation to us of heaven’s will, how does a thorough knowledge of it
corrupt us? The context of the Corinthian text sheds great light upon the subject.
Paul is speaking of the knowledge of indifferent matters, such as meat offered to
idols. He does not refer to knowing the Bible and its message. The more we
really know the Scriptures, the humbler we will be, for the Bible teaches us true
humility. The passage before us is not a contrast of two men with converse
views, but a study of how one man (Paul) balances love and knowledge in
dealing with weaker, untaught brethren. Paul knew that meat offered to idols was
still just meat because an idol was zero in God’s counting method. But new
Christians, coming out of paganism, did not yet have that level of perceptiveness.
They could remember the heathen rites wherein meat was offered to an idol and
thus associated such matters together. Paul’s love for them was more vital than
his knowledge concerning this indifferent situation (1 Cor. 6:12). However, the
great apostle would, because of his knowledge and love, teach them the truth
and forbid them to bind their conscience upon others (1 Tim. 4:1-3). Let us learn
to use passages properly and within the accuracy of the contexts wherein they
are found!

Amos 4:12 is a brilliant verse, very familiar, and yet abused. The phrase “prepare
to meet thy God” does not mean that Israel had time to avoid punishment, but, to
the contrary, it meant that sudden bondage awaited them because of their
ungodly lives. Therefore, they only had time to get ready to meet the judgment of
God that captivity would bring. Amos 6 is also a poor passage to use against
instrumental music in worship today because the setting is foreign to that point.

In the chapter under discussion, the bold prophet of Tekoa rebuked the shameful
indifference and materialism of Israel, which led them to bask in the ease and
pride of secular comfort. Just reading the context proves this point. The best
argument against mechanical music in New Testament worship is the lack of
authority, under Christ, for its use (John 4:24; 17:17).

Another favorite misused text is the “touch not; taste not; handle not” of
Colossians 2:21.

Rather than being a good three-point lesson against worldly pursuits, it is a
warning to Christians who were free from the ordinances of Judaism yet
submitted to the ritual and ordinances imposed by men!

John 6 does not refer to the Lord’s Supper when Jesus said, “Eat my flesh and
drink my blood.” We can infer that He was talking about something else because,
in verse 51, Christ tells them that His subject matter therein was “for the life of
the world.” However, Luke 22 proves that the Lord’s Supper is only for the
kingdom of the Savior and is a memorial of His death (1 Cor. 11:23-29).

Let us remember the poet’s words:

So many people in this latter days

Have read the Bible in so many ways
That few can tell which system is the best
For every party contradicts the rest.

So trust no creed that trembles to recall
What has been penned by one

And verified by all.

The Bible is its own best commentary. Let us allow all that the Bible says on any
subject to teach us the whole truth and nothing but the entire counsel of God
(Acts 20:27).

Johnny Ramsey

What Must | Do To Be Saved?

HEAR THE WORD Romans 10:17

BELIEVE IN JESUS John 3:16; 8:24

REPENT OF YOUR SINS Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30; 2 Corinthians 7:10

CONFESS THAT JESUS IS LORD Romans 10:9-10 (cf. Acts 8:37)

BE BAPTIZED FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21
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6. REMAIN FAITHFUL 1 Corinthians 15:58; Colossians 1:23; Revelation 2:10
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