ORDER OF WORSHIP
April 5, 2026

Song: 173 — Count Your Blessings
Song: 876 — ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
First prayer. David Ray
Song: 104 — ‘Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s Brow
Communion servers: Mark Brandt & Larry Simmons
Prayer for giving: Brian Zumalt
Song: 880 — Soldiers of Christ, Arise
Sermon: “The Colossian Heresy (cont.)” (Col. 2:18-23) — David Ray
Invitation song: 477 — Come to Jesus
Closing song: 859 — Where the Soul Never Dies
Closing prayer: Adam Bentley

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

- Jerry (voice)

- Pattie Hutchinson & Bruce Shive (Sue’s siblings) — health concerns

- Tony Lopez, Starlyn Cooper, Carmen Lawson, Kim Nguyen — cancer

- Marjorie Trammel (Alyssa’s friend) — cancer

- Shane, Alyssa, & Addison — adoption process

- Fannie Ray (Mernie’s sister-in-law)

- Kim’s cousin’s son (Isaac Wood)-hole in heart caused by stroke (upcoming surgery)
- Our members with health issues: Kim, David

Please continue to remember: Connie Townsend, Lucinda, Vipin & India work,
Aruna Kavali, Marinda Breeding, Holley Brewer, Kevin Brewer, Dylan Walker

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

- “Precept Upon Precept” is a YouTube channel with many sermons/articles from
faithful brethren (www.youtube.com/@preceptuponprecept8495)

- www.youtube.com/@churchofChrist-

Wboor, Chureh, of Christ

APV EIYAY IO RV
702 South Ranchwood Blvd., Yukon, OK 73099 (405) 354-0238

Preacher: David Ray Web Site: www.yukoncofc.com
Sunday Bible class: 9am Worship 10am & 12:30pm  Wednesday Bible class: 7pm

Matthew 9:37-38 “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.”

RECORD FOR WEEK OF MARCH 29, 2026

ATTENDANCE:
Bible Class -12  AM Worship — 12 Sun PM -9 DBR -5 Wed (4/1) — 14

Contribution — $1151
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“ALCOHOLISM IS A DISEASE”

In defense of the consequences of drinking alcohol to the point of its being defended
when it reaches the point of alcoholism is absurd. William Shakespeare is quoted as
saying, ‘I will not put into my mouth that which destroys my brain.” Social drinkers do
not pay any attention to this, neither do they believe it. By the time their brains are
partially destroyed, they either do not have the capacity to believe it, do not care, or
they are so addicted that they can do nothing about it. They are helpless alcoholics.

Years ago, Dr. Frederick Lemere, a psychiatrist and neurologist of Seattle,
Washington, wrote that alcohol is a habit-forming drug, and should be classified with
narcotics and barbiturates. He also stated that drinking whittles away at the brain
cells of an individual, killing brain cells that can never be replaced. Every time
one goes on a drinking binge, many brain cells are destroyed—some of which are
necessary for good mental and physical health. Is this good?

In today’s society, many are sympathetic to alcoholism and are as sympathetic
toward the alcoholic as they are to a man dying of cancer. They state, “alcoholism is
a disease, and one cannot help it.” The only way it can be helped is to stop drinking
entirely. An alcoholic should never touch alcohol again if he wants to live a better life.
Solomon wrote, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; And whosoever erreth
thereby is not wise” (Pro. 20:1—ASV). The apostle Peter states that we are to
“abstain” from those things that war against the soul (1 Pet. 2:11). He did not say “be
moderate,” but “abstain”— leave it alone entirely. CVS is to be commended for no
longer selling tobacco products, but consistency should move them to also stop


http://www.yukoncofc.com/

selling alcohol which does far more damage to man and society. Seldom does
anyone advise against drinking, but usually advise “drinking in moderation,”
which is most difficult do, and gets harder all the time.

| recently came across a paragraph in Studies in the Book of Proverbs by
Maurice Meredith that was published many years ago by Lambert’'s Book House
in Shreveport, LA, that needs our honest attention. Bro. Meredith wrote the
following:

If alcoholism is as disease, it is the only disease that is contracted by an act
of the will; it is the only disease that requires a license to propagate it; it is
the only disease that is bottled and sold; it is the only disease that requires
outlets to spread it; it is the only disease that produces a revenue for the
government; it is the only disease that provokes crime; it is the only disease
that is habit-forming; it is the only disease that is spread by advertising; it is
the only disease that has no germ or virus cause, and for which there is no
human corrective medicine; and it is the only disease that will bar the patient
from heaven (31).

It is scientifically stated that one who died of alcohol poisoning left his sad record
behind. Facts show that 47% of the alcohol was in the brain; 33% was in the
blood, and 20% was in the liver. This indicates that when one is arrested, and the
blood is examined, showing a high level of 33%, that at that moment the brain
and liver contain a huge amount of alcohol at the same time. No wonder their
judgment is impaired. No wonder judges and police officers are sometimes found
victims of their own poor judgment when they are arrested for rape or other
crimes after a drinking spree.

There is a chain of events that bring shame and ruin to the drunkard: (1) dumb
decisions, (2) deteriorated minds, and (3) diseased bodies. Even God reveals
that wine (intoxicated drink from grapes) is a mocker, and strong drink (any
intoxicating drink made from other products) is a rage, and anyone who is
deceived by such is “not wise” (is a fool). Intoxicants are personified by those
who use them, as they become boisterous and unruly and bring shame and ruin
upon them. Intoxicants promise pleasure but give pain and expose the user to
shame and disgrace and ruined health. They disturb the brain from the very first
time they are used. They bring wounds and sorrow (Pro. 23:29). They find a
home in the bodies of their users, for “they seek it again” (23:35). Their users are
no longer masters of themselves, but become addicted to it, as they are no
longer restrained by the laws of morality and decency. The users are mocked by

strong drink, and they in turn mock all that is good. They often exhibit
hallucinations and delusions that can often remain in their minds for life.

The more one drinks, the more the physical health is destroyed and the weaker
the resistance becomes to that which destroys the body. Many experts agree that
such poison that destroys certain organs of the body also poisons and destroys
parts of the brain as it comes to and passes through the brain in its mission to
destroy the complete person. It does not take a genius to figure this out,
however. Alcohol runs rough-shod over the brain of its user while on the way to
the liver and other organs and functions of the body. Yes, in a sense “alcoholism
is a disease,” but it is a self-inflicted disease that one brings on himself. There is
no medical cure for this disease, and its symptoms never go away. If an alcoholic
is forced to stop drinking, the desire and obsession for it never goes away.

Brethren, we need to continually warn the unruly, and remind them that we, as
God’s people, are to remember the words of inspiration from God when they
read, “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple
of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1 Cor. 3:17). Though this passage was
describing the church or body of Christ as that temple, its message should be
remembered when we consider the physical body as a temple. In the same book,
Paul penned these words:

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s (6:19-20).

Our bodies are merely houses for the soul that God has made possible for us to
have while we are pilgrims on earth, living in preparation for eternity. Let us not
abuse our bodies and lose our souls.

Don Tarbet

What Must | Do To Be Saved?

HEAR THE WORD Romans 10:17

BELIEVE IN JESUS John 3:16; 8:24

REPENT OF YOUR SINS Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30; 2 Corinthians 7:10

CONFESS THAT JESUS IS LORD Romans 10:9-10 (cf. Acts 8:37)

BE BAPTIZED FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21
REMAIN FAITHFUL 1 Corinthians 15:58; Colossians 1:23; Revelation 2:10
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