ORDER OF WORSHIP
September 14, 2025
Song: 389 — When the Roll is Called Up Yonder
Song: 680 — The Old Rugged Cross
First prayer. Brian Zumalt
Song: 946 — Why Did My Savior Come to Earth?
Communion servers: Mark Brandt & Chrishawn Thompson

Prayer for giving: Mernie Ray

Song: 202 — There Stands a Rock
Sermon: “‘How long...?”— Jerry Brewer
Invitation song: 479 — Jesus is Calling
Closing song: 397 — I'll Fly Away
Closing prayer: Larry Simmons

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

- Marjorie Trammel (Alyssa’s friend) — cancer

- Shane, Alyssa, & Addison — adoption process

- Kevin Lively (Mark’s friend)

- Pat Craig — health

- Holly Brewer — surgery recovery

- Mernie’s sisters-in-law: Kathy Ray (eyesight) and Fannie Ray

- Kim’s cousin’s son (Isaac Wood)-hole in heart caused by stroke (upcoming surgery)
- Our members with health issues: Kim, David

Please continue to remember: Connie Townsend, Lucinda, Vipin & family, India
work, Aruna Kavali, Marinda Breeding, Holley Brewer, Kevin Brewer, Dylan Walker

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
- “Precept Upon Precept” is a YouTube channel with many sermons/articles from
faithful brethren (www.youtube.com/@preceptuponprecept8495)

Wboor, Chuneh, of Christ

TRE LABORER

702 South Ranchwood Blvd., Yukon, OK 73099 (405) 354-0238

Preacher: David Ray Web Site: www.yukoncofc.com
Sunday Bible class: 9am Worship 10am & 12:30pm Wednesday Bible class: 7pm

Matthew 9:37-38 “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.”

RECORD FOR WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

ATTENDANCE:
Bible Class—11  AM Worship — 12 SunPM-9 DBR-7 Wed(9/10) - 16

Contribution — $1551

MORALITY WITHOUT GOD

A popular idea among atheists, self-styled intellectuals, and others whose
favorite hobby is disparaging religion is that mankind doesn’t need religion to be
moral. They claim that we’ve outgrown it, and to believe in it now is backwards.
The vast majority of these worldly philosophers grew up and live in what are
historically considered Christian countries. Thus, the bulk of their anti-religious
rhetoric is directed at those who claim to be, or are, Christians. There are also
those who advocate for Biblical morality, while simultaneously deriding anyone
that considers the Bible to be a true historical record as a “fundamentalist”
(intended as an insult but is really a compliment to any faithful Christian).

These sorts of people believe that their intellect has surpassed the wisdom of the
ages, that we live now in an age when human reason will carry us into the future,
and we may dispense with the Bible and its teachings. Out with the old, in with
the new. But, as any well-read Christian and serious student of history knows,
“The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that
which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” (Ecc. 1:9). This
“age of reason” is nothing new. It is also a misnomer. Like we hold God’s Word in
reverence, they religiously vaunt “rationalism,” in an attempt to construct a false
dichotomy, in which we are implied to be irrational. However, their evangelism in
the name of the “rational” has resulted in an increasingly secular civilization that
is decidedly irrational. Lo, the fruits of their labor! Men, women, and children


http://www.yukoncofc.com/

undergoing surgical butchery so they can pretend to be the opposite sex,
tolerance and praise for genocidal terrorist organizations, prosecution of rape
victims instead of the rapists in Great Britain, murdering unborn babies in the
name of convenience, and on and on the list could go. They say, “We don’t need
the Bible to tell us not to murder, lie, and steal. Everyone knows not to do those
things.” Evidently not.

The morality of America, for example, is not solely the result of an innate sense
of good and evil common to every single person from birth. It certainly isn’t the
result of secular “rationalism.” Biblical principles were inveterate in Europe for
centuries, the early settlers carried them to these shores, and the founding
fathers established this country upon these principles. It is, therefore, rational to
believe they are foundational to our morality and culture and irrational to believe
that morality will persist after removing its foundation.

As referenced earlier, there are those who at least acknowledge the good that
Biblical principles have served in shaping the culture, but they stop short of the
conclusion that the morals formed thereby are from God. They then, of necessity,
do not deem Biblical teaching to be an objective moral standard. They say, “We’ll
pick and choose what parts of the Bible we think are good and leave aside all the
rest that offend our modern sensibilities.” This isn’t the first time in (relatively)
recent memory that this issue was at the forefront of societal discourse. In his
campaign to abolish slavery in England member of Parliament William
Wilberforce in 1797 wrote the following in his book A Practical View of
Christianity:

The error in question is that of exaggerating the merit of certain amiable and
useful qualities, and of considering them as of themselves sufficient to
compensate for the want of the supreme love and fear of God.

It is not enough to simply think of the Word of God as a book that contains some
good lessons that should be cherry-picked and applied only as man sees fit. An
appeal from mere human rationalism was not enough to rid England, the United
States, or any country in all of history of the yoke of slavery. It took the
inculcation of the knowledge that every human being was created in the image of
God, and are therefore of equal worth, across millennia to remove a practice that
was globally ubiquitous for millennia. l.e., slavery wouldn’t have been abolished
were it not for God’s moral standard. This country wouldn’t be here, or at the very
least wouldn’t look anything like it does now or what it did 250 years ago, were it

not for God’s moral standard. Christians wouldn’t be here preaching the Gospel
virtually without persecution were it not for God’'s moral standard. These
humanists wouldn’t be here spouting their drivel were it not for God’s moral
standard, which allowed for a society of such unparalleled freedom to be
established—the same freedom which they use to criticize the very thing that
gifted it to them. The freedom we enjoy can only be properly utilized by a people
that fear God and are therefore wise and humble enough to respect such
freedom. Human “wisdom” has produced a population that uses the great liberty
we have in service to naught but their own bellies. But Christians know, “...that
with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, yet
not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as the servants of God” (1 Pet. 2:15-16).

True morality has always been established by God, from the very beginning. God
gave Adam the first moral standard: “But of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it” (Gen. 2:17). Adam and Eve failed to keep this
standard. Cain and Abel both knew what sacrifice was pleasing to God, yet only
Abel upheld this standard (4:4). There was an age of human reason recounted in
Genesis. It reached its natural conclusion: hedonism. “And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (6:5). And so it went throughout
history. Abraham was honored because he upheld God’s moral standard. God’s
covenant with him brought about the Israelites, who tried and failed to uphold His
standard time and time again. And thus, Christians have endeavored to meet
Christ's moral standard for 2,000 years. It cannot be overstated how integral
God’'s commandments are in the propagation of righteousness in humanity;
moreover, it simply wouldn’t happen apart from God. Men everywhere have been
trying for untold centuries to establish their own moral codes, yet they have never
been successful in contending with the sinful nature we are all burdened with.

As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none that
understandeth; There is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out
of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one.” (Rom. 3:10-13).

And again, it is written, “O Lord, | know that the way of man is not in himself; it is
not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). There is no true morality
apart from God.

Jeff Simmons
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