ORDER OF WORSHIP
January 5, 2025

Song: 220 — He Is Able to Deliver Thee
Song: 236 — Here We Are but Straying Pilgrims

First prayer: Larry Simmons

Song: 89 - ‘Tis Set, the Feast Divine

Communion servers: Mark Brandt & David Ray
Prayer for giving: Mernie Ray

Song: 650 — Take Time to be Holy

Sermon: “Singing in Spirit and in Truth”— David Ray
Invitation song: 465 — Are You Washed in the Blood?
Closing song: 251 — Do All in the Name of the Lord
Closing prayer: Brian Zumalt

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

- Rena - recovery from fall

- Scott Esk — cancer

- Those traveling: Shane & Alyssa, Brian & Kim

- Kim’s cousin’s son (Isaac Wood) — stroke recovery

- Rick Beauchamp and Jerry, Sonya, and Lee Smith (Northpointe) — car accident
- Our nation (1 Tim. 2:2)

- Our members with health issues: Kim, David, Mattie

Please continue to remember: Connie Townsend, Lucinda, Vipin & family, India
work, Aruna Kavali, Marinda Breeding, Holley Brewer, Kevin Brewer, Dylan Walker

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

- Happy birthday to Shane Upton (January 315!

- “Precept Upon Precept” is a YouTube channel with many sermons/articles from
faithful brethren (www.youtube.com/@preceptuponprecept8495)

Qukon, Church of Christ

TAE LABORER

702 South Ranchwood Blvd., Yukon, OK 73099 (405) 354-0238

Preacher: David Ray Web Site: www.yukoncofc.org
Sunday Bible class: 9am Worship 10am & 12:30pm  Wednesday Bible class: 7pm

Matthew 9:37-38 “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.”

RECORD FOR WEEK OF DECEMBER 29, 2024

ATTENDANCE:
Bible Class— 11 AM Worship — 17 Sun PM - 11 DBR -4 Wed (1/1) — 11

Contribution — $1500
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SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS

Someone correctly said that sharing our faith involves tact, and “the best kind
of tact” is always “contact” Christianity is a lifestyle to be lived and to be
shared with everyone we meet. Effective evangelism begins with conversation
and often this is the most difficult place to begin when it comes to our
everyday cohorts. Few folks will approach us and directly say, “I would like to
have a spiritual conversation with you.” As such, far too many Christians
never have spiritual conversations because we sometimes have no idea
where to begin. Yet, spiritual conversations are not as difficult as we may
think. How can you and | be more efficient in our contact with others as we
share the Gospel with the lost?

Firstly, we must have a good awareness. Christianity is an antennas up way
of life. We are always looking for opportunities and for open doors.
Sometimes these doors of opportunity take many months or even years to
fully open. Good awareness begins with people’s needs. For example,
divorce, death, discouragement, disease and disaster are all potentially open
doors for evangelism. This world really needs a healthy dose of others who
truly care and are willing to get dirty to help out. Is there someone you know
who has a need? Has someone recently lost a loved one, a job or is
distraught about the condition of the world? Be aware of those around you;
often they will be longing for us to stop and take time to really care, and that
caring can and will open a spiritual conversation.


http://www.yukoncofc.org/

Secondly, we must have a good prospect. Sometimes it is difficult to ascertain if
someone is really interested in spiritual dialogue or just simply “doting about
guestions and strife of words” (1 Timothy 6:4 KJV). No matter how badly we want
to converse spiritually with someone, there are some who are not good heart-soll
(Matthew 13). We need to be aware of good prospects with whom we are
associated. One word of caution here: sometimes in our mind a person is not a
good prospect, but in God’s eyes he or she is (Acts 9:13-14). Also, sometimes a
person is not a good prospect at one time but later may be open to God’s Word.
There are prospects all around us every day. Coworkers, schoolmates,
neighbors, friends, non-Christian family members, etc. It really comes down to
our vision; do we see people, or do we see prospects?

Thirdly, we must be a good listener. Good listeners truly listen and are not
always thinking of how they will respond. Good listening is an art that takes time
and effort to master, but it is crucial for profitable spiritual conversations. Good
listeners will often hear about pain that is deep inside someone’s heart, a past
religious failure or even what the person believes about the Bible. Paul reminded,
“‘Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you
ought to answer each person” (Colossians 4:5-6 ESV). We can never speak or
answer properly unless we first listen!

Lastly, we must ask good questions. Questions are the cream of spiritual
conversations. There are general questions that help open the conversation.
Remember, folks are usually experts in three areas: their jobs, their families, and
their backgrounds. So, use those areas to open the conversation. “What do you
enjoy doing?” “Where are you from?” “What do you do for a living?” These
guestions not only open the door, but they also show that we care about the
person.

There are also open-ended questions. For example, sometimes a person will
ask, “Why does the church of Christ not use instruments?” We can tactlessly
answer the question and lose the prospect, or we could simply reply open-
endedly, by asking, “That is a great question. Is there a particular reason you
ask?” Then, follow up by asking, “Well, what have you heard about the church of
Christ?” An infamous question that often creates hostility is, “Do you think the
church of Christ are the only ones going to Heaven?” Instead of tactlessly
answering the question, ask a question in return to open the door. For example,

you may restate the question by asking, “Do you believe you can go to heaven
without obeying Jesus?” Now the stage is set! You may then say something like,
“Well, | really believe anyone who obeys Jesus will go to Heaven.” Then follow
up with, “Do you think every religious group is obeying Jesus?” Then ask, “I often
question why anyone would not want to obey Jesus.” You are not only opening
the door for a study, but you are also testing the quality of the soil. Follow up by
asking, “What do you think it means to obey Jesus?” “| would love to hear your
perspective on this.” No single approach or set of questions will work in every
situation, but questions open the door for healthy spiritual dialogue.

Spiritual conversations become easier and more effective as we grow and learn.
It is a joy to speak of Jesus’ name and of His plan! Never be ashamed or afraid
to begin spiritual dialogue. Pray each day for open doors of opportunity, and then
look out! God will open doors for His kingdom if we are truly looking and
anticipating such. Remember to use tact when spiritual conversations arise, but
never forget, the best tact to use in spiritual conversations is contact! “Do you not
say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, | say to
you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for
harvest!” (John 4:35 NKJV).

Rodney Nulph

What Must | Do to Be Saved?

1. HEAR THE WORD
Romans 10:17 — "So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”

2. BELIEVE IN JESUS
John 3:16 — “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 8:24 — “._if ye believe not that | am he, ye shall die in your sins.”

3. REPENT OF YOUR SINS
Luke 13:3-"...except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Acts 17:30-"And the times of this ignorance God
overlooked, but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent.” 2 Corinthians 7:10-"For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”

4. CONFESS THAT JESUS IS LORD
Romans 10:9-10-"if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Also Matthew 10:32-33; see Acts 8:37 for an example.)

5. BE BAPTIZED FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS
Mark 16:16—"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”; Acts 2:38-"Repent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins...”; Acts 22:16—"Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord”, 1 Peter 3:21-"..baptism doth also now save us...”

6. REMAIN FAITHFUL
1 Corinthians 15:58—“Therefore...be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord”,
Colossians 1:23-"..if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the
gospel, which ye have heard”; Revelation 2:10—“Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.”
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